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Ramsar Designation
• Burns Bog Management Plan sets out an action to 

investigate international designations and apply for 
designation if appropriate

• The Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971) 
called the "Ramsar Convention"  is an 
intergovernmental treaty that guides member 
countries to plan for the sustainable management of 
wetlands in their territories

• Benefits include raising international profile and 
increased funding potential 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After staff review Ramsar has been identified as the appropriate designation to pursue
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Ramsar Designation
• Ramsar designation requires that a wetland be at least 1 of the following:

– 1) Contains an example of a unique or rare natural wetland 
– 2) Supports vulnerable, endangered species or threatened ecological 

communities 
– 3) Supports plant/animal species important for maintaining biological 

diversity 
– 4) Supports plants/animals during critical development stages or 

provides refuge 
– 5) Supports 20,000 or more waterbirds
– 6) Supports 1% of a population of waterbirds
– 7) Supports a significant proportion of indigenous fish 
– 8) It is an important source of food, spawning ground, nursery or 

migration path for fish stocks
– 9) Supports 1% of a non-avian wetland dependent species 
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Ramsar Designation
• Countries can nominate sites as a Ramsar

Wetland of International Significance
• Application is vetted through Federal 

government and then on to the Ramsar
Secretariat for consideration

• Significant background technical information 
in support of the application is required

• Letter of support from all land owners is 
required
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Process to Date
• Metro Vancouver initially proposed pursuance of Ramsar

designation at  the March 26, 2010 Board Meeting
• With Council’s support, Delta CAO George V. Harvie asked that 

this be delayed until such time as the potential to add as 
much as an additional 1000 acres of land are discussed and 
covenant partners are appropriately informed

• Delta has committed to adding additional lands to the 
covenant

• Delta has contacted the Provincial Government and the 
Federal Government to obtain partner concurrence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Partners were to be informed of the intention to pursue application
Mayor Jackson has sent letters, discussed the opportunity and received positive feedback from the Province including the Min of Env
Federally we have met with the Parliamnetary secretary to the Fed Min of Env, the Assistant Dep Minister of Env Stewardship, the Dir general of the Canadian Wildlife Service and discussed the issue with other local MP’s and Senators.
This was an invaluable step as the process needs to be supported by the Federal Govt.  The meetings almost immediately resulted in follow-up and discussions with federal staff 
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Meeting of Partner Agencies
• Meeting Held September 2, 2010 
• Environment Canada, BC Ministry of 

Environment, Metro Vancouver and Delta
• Agreement of all parties that an application 

for Ramsar designation be pursued
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Area Proposed to be Included
• Burns Bog Ecological Conservancy Area
• Delta owned land to be added to the Burns 

Bog Ecological Conservancy Area
• Provincial Wildlife Management Areas in 

Fraser River Estuary
– Recommend Delta consult with Richmond and 

Surrey 
– BC Ministry of Environment investigating further

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ECA approx 5,045 of the 7400 (7000) acres of Burns Bog.  Potential to add an additional 1000 acres to the ECA 250 Delta owned acres and 250 owned by COV to be transferred to Delta under the 99 Landfill Agreement and 500 MV/Delta owned lands

This would protect over 80%  (87%) of the Bog in the ECA and almost 90% (96%) of the lands initially identified as (required to preserve the viability of Burns Bog) integral to the ecological boundary of the bog

It is strongly felt by the partners that the inclusion of the WMA’s in an application for Ramsar designation strengthens the application significantly and will potentially create one of the most significant international Ramsar sites.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Further info on Provincial WMAs:
The Province, under the Wildlife Act, can designate a conservation area requiring a special level of protection and management as a “wildlife management area.”  This designation gives the Ministry of Environment additional tools to manage the area and associated land uses.  Site specific management plans are developed that outline issues related to conservation, habitat and wildlife management actions and what types of uses for the area are consistent with the management goals for the site.  There are currently 23 wildlife management areas in BC.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the July 12, 2010 regular meeting of Council, Council supported this area being designated as a Wildlife Management Area.  It is expected to be formally designated this fall.
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Recommendations
• THAT Mayor Lois E. Jackson write to Mayor 

Malcolm Brodie and Mayor Dianne Watts to 
seek support for the addition of the Provincial 
Wildlife Management Areas within the Cities 
of Richmond and Surrey for an application to 
designate Burns Bog and the surrounding 
Provincial Wildlife Management Areas as a 
Ramsar Wetland of International Significance.
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Recommendations
THAT staff work with Environment Canada, BC 
Ministry of Environment, and Metro 
Vancouver to prepare a draft application for 
designating Burns Bog and the surrounding 
Provincial Wildlife Management Areas as a 
Ramsar Wetland of International Significance 
for Council’s consideration.
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