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Delta's Neighbouring
Category Delta Richmond Surrey - Burnaby Coquitlam Facilities/ | Comm. Facilities/
Capita Capita
Population - 2006 Census Data 96,723 174,461 394,976 202,799 114,565
Aquatics - 25 meter Pools 4 2 4 3 2 1:24,180 1:80,618
Aquatics - Qutdoor Pools 2 1 8 4 3 1:48,360 1:55,425
Arenas - Ice Sheets 5 8 5 3 2 1:19,345 1:49,266
Community Gymansiums 1 7 2 3 2 1:96,723 1:63,342
Gymnastics Facilities 1 1 2 0 0 1:96,723 1:295,600
Art Centres £ 1 2 3 2 1:48,360 1:110,850
Museums 1 2 1 1 1 1:96,723 1:177,360
Skateboard Parks 3 1 7 2 1 1:32,241 1:80,618
Bike Parks 2 1 1 1 0 1:48,360 1:295,600
Weight Rooms 3 6 7 8 4 1:32,241 1:35,472
Curling Rinks 2 0 1 0 1 1:48,360 1:443,400
Lacrosse Boxes / Fields 5 4 ] 2 3 1:19,345 1:63,342
Seniors Centres 2 1 3 4 2 1:48,360 1:88,680
Synthetic Turf Fields 4 7 9 5 2 1:24,180 1:38,557
Playing Fields 51 55 b5 58 40 1:1,896 1:4,263
Boat Launches 3 2 1 3 0 1:32,241 1:147,800
Stadiums 0 1 0 1 1 0 1:295,600
Outdoor Sport Tournament Centres 0 8 4 6 0 0 1:49,266
Outdoor Tracks 0 1 2 3 3 0 1:98,533
Water Parks / Wading Pools -3 2 9 16 5 1:32,241 1:27,713
Tennis/Basketball Courts 47 139 24 110 41 1:2,058 1:2,824
Trail Systems (In Kilometers) 30 255 255 236 90 1:3,224 1:1,061
Parkland (hectares) 619 447.85 2,560 893.14 2,200 1:156 1:145
Playgrounds 34 50 119 21 38 1:2,845 1:3,880
"|Cemeteries 2 0 3 3 1 1:48,360 1:126,686
Squash Courts 0 2 0 2 0 0 1:221,700
Racquetball Courts 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Golf Courses/Pitch and Putt 0 1 0 4 3 0 1:110,850
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Trends and Observations

An Aging Population: The national trend, as evident in 2006 Census Canada data,
indicates that almost 25% of BC residents will be 65 and older in 2031. Itis suggested that
seniors will be more physically active and will choose to use multi-age recreation facilities
rather than stand alone seniors centres. In Delta, the population is aging at a faster rate as
it is projected by 2021 that 31% of the community will be 60 years and older.

2006 Census Canada Data - Delta

1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021
0 to 19 years 29% 28% 26% 22% 20% 19%
20 to 39 years 29% 26% 24% 24% 25% 26%
40 to 59 years 29% 31% 32% 31% 29% 25%
60 years and 13% 15% 18% 22% 26% 31%
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Increasing Ethnic Diversity: Canada is continuing to diversify ethnically; particularly
South and East Asian populations. It is expected that Delta’s population will continue to

diversify as well.
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Behavior Shifts, Preferences, Expectations: In Delta there is an increase in business
licenses for home occupations because more people are able to work from home with the
advances in technology. In keeping with other parts of the country there is also a shift
away from structured formal group activities toward those offered on a more flexible,
individualized basis.

Participation in organized sport is declining; with the exception of soccer. Activities that
promote personal growth, meaning, and lifestyle skills such as cultural learning (e.g.
language, travel, cooking) and ecotourism are fast growing. There is a demand for service
quality, customer service, cleanliness, and amenities.

Top Five Activities:

Youth: Walking Adults:  Walking
Cycling Gardening
Swimming Home Exercise
Running/Jogging Swimming
Basketball Cycling

Wellness and Chronic Disease: There is a greater awareness and personal responsibility
in adults. More adults are encouraged through media and medical practitioners to adopt a
healthier lifestyle. However, the national rate of obesity in the adult population is
approximately 15%.

National statistics show that child obesity rates tripled from 1981 to 1996 to 29.2% for
girls and 35.4% for boys. Less time playing and interest in pursuing sedentary pastimes as
a result of technology (e.g. TV, Video Gaming, Internet) is expected to increase the
incidence of chronic diseases and potentially lower life expectancies.

Volunteerism: There is a drop in volunteerism rates nationally. The highest drop is in the
35-49 year age group; who typically are engaged in family oriented activities. It is noted
that individuals now are more likely to volunteer for “episodic” projects, tasks and events
rather than longer term commitments. Delta has been successful in organizing short term
events including tree plantings, ivy pulls, fish release, as well as the Delta Triathlon and the
Tour de Delta.

Agency/Organization Partnerships: Nationally there is a trend to work with health
authorities, the corporate sector, police, justice, education, and social services agencies to
deliver community programs and address local issues. The opportunity for parks and
~ recreation to establish relationships with these organizations will help to address inactivity
levels, health, social and other community issues. Delta has developed partnerships and
service agreements to deliver social, cultural and recreational services for children, youth,
families, seniors, and special needs groups.
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Changing Family: The percentage of lone partner families rose almost 8% between 2001
and 2006. There were also increases in one-person households and more young adults
living with their parents.

Infrastructure Development: Many communities face challenges with the condition of
recreation facilities. Across Canada many provincial governments provided funding for
community facilities in the 1980’s and 1990’s. The British Columbia Recreation and Parks
Association identified in 2004/2005 that almost 75% of BC arenas, 82% of curling rinks,
91% of Outdoor Pools, and 50% of indoor pools were 25 years and older. In the early ‘80’s
the focus was on building stand-alone facilities. Later that decade the emphasis changed to
constructing multi-purpose centres that accommodate a wide range of programs to serve
diverse age and interest groups. The pattern is also evident in Delta as all of the recreation
centres have amenities (e.g. rinks, pool basins) that are more than 25 years old.

Greater Density of Housing in Central Areas: This typically translates to smaller homes
(e.g., apartments, townhouses) or houses with smaller yards. In general, residents will not
have the same “space” to recreate at home as they once did. In Delta, plans for the
development of the Delsom community includes central parks and a “club house” with
amenities for people that live in the higher density townhouse and apartment sites.

*Sources: Community Planning and Development; Corporation of Delta April 2009;
City of Surrey Parks, Recreation and Culture Strategic Plan Final Report July 2008
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